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(6) DECISIVE ATTACK

Owing to its continually offensive attitude, the prepara-
tion has finally succeeded in throwing back the enemy's
first lines, in carrying the enemy's advanced posts and
in immobilising him by the series of its efforts and by
threatening him with close attack. It holds him exposed
to a more violent attack.

But it is by this time in a ^tate of exhaustion; the
greatest part of its reserves are in action, units are
mixed, the number of officers is reduced, ammunition
begins to grow scarce.

The preparation is now confronted by the main enemy
forces, by important obstacles; a ground swept by fire
or strong " points d'appui" (strongly occupied and only
to be approached with difficulty).

In front, there is a, so to speak, " impassable " zone;
no defiladed ways of access are left; a hail of bullets
sweeps the ground in front of the first line. But success
has not^-et been secured; " nothing is done so long as
something remains to be done " (Frederick). The laurels
of victory are at the point of enemy bayonets* They
must be plucked there; they must be carried by a
fight haffd to hand, if one really means to conquer.

To reinforce the troops of preparation in order to
attain the result would be without effect: a battle of
parallel lines would begin and would remain powerless.

To run away or to fall on, such is the unavoidable
dilemma. To fall %n, but to fall on in numbers and
masses; therein lies salvation. For numbers, provided
we know how to use them, will allow us, by means of
the physical superiority placed at our disposal, to get the
better of that violent Aiemy fire* Haying more guns we
will silence his own; it is the same with rifles, the same
with bayonets, if we know how to use them all*

Numbers imply a moral superiority in our favour,
owing to the feeling of strength connected with numbers,
a feeling we shall increase by means of formation.

Numbers create surprise in the enemy's ranks, as well
as the conviction that he cannot resist; a conviction
caused by the sudden appearance of danger, by the speed
and proportions of an attack he neither has the time, nor
the means to parry.

But in view  of that  decisive attack,   we   must i